Study Questions on Symposium, in RAGP 320-368
Symposium 201-212b, starting at RAGP 346
1. According to Diotima, is Love (in Greek, Eros) beautiful and good?  
ugly or bad?  god or mortal?  
Explain. (201e-202e)  
What does Love do? (202e-203a)

2. Who are the parents of Love?  
What is his relation to Aphrodite?  (203b-c) 
In terms of human psychology, what point is Plato making with this myth?  
Is  Love wise? a fool? (203e) Of what is he a lover? (204b)

3. What is it that men love? wish to possess?  for how long? (206a) 
What connection between love and something like immortality does the dialogue describe at 206c-207?

4. What kind of love and immortality is Diotima discussing at 209a-d?

5. List the several steps of the ladder of beauty discussed by Diotima in her discussion of “the purposes of these rites when they are done correctly—…the final and highest mystery.” (210a).  This passage starts at 210a5 and ends at 211b5, and then the steps are repeated at 211c3-d2. 

(For a delightful account of Socrates from the point of view of Alcibiades--in a characterization by Plato, of course, read pp. 360ff.)

